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Dear Sir: 



This response is in reply to the Office Action mailed on May 1 1, 2000, restricting the 
claims to the following groups: 

Group I: claims 1-43; and 
Group n: claims 44-49. 

Although Applicants traverse the restriction requirement and submit the search and 
examination of all the claims would not pose a serious burden on the Examiner, the Applicants 
nevertheless elect the Group I claims for further prosecution in this application. 

Since the Group I claims are elected. Applicants are additionally required to elect a single 
species from each of the groups identified in the Office Action. Applicants accordingly elect the 
following species from each of the following groups: 

(a) inert medium: macroporous bead 

(b) inhibitor: soluble receptors for tumor necrosis factor a 

(c) binding partner: polyclonal antibody 

(d) biological fluid: plasma 



With respect to the biological fluid group. Applicants are confiised by the species listed 
under this group in the OflBce Action, which appear to be similar to the species listed under the 
"binding partner'' group. In an attempt to clarify what is meant by the term "biological fluid," 
Applicants direct the Examiner's attention to page 17, lines 7-21 of the specification and claims 
35, 36, 43, 45 and 48. As a result. Applicants have selected plasma as a species of biological 
fluid in an attempt to comply with the election of species requirement. 

Although no fees are believed to be due with this response, please debit Deposit Account 
No. 19-1970 should any fees be required. 



Respectfiilly submitted. 



SHERIDAN ROSS P.C. 
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